
Compar ing the Educat ion System 

in Some European Countr ies  



 

Structure 
 

The school year consists of two terms, starts on 

September 15th and ends in May or June.  The education 

system consists of the following levels: pre-primary 

education, primary education, secondary education and 

higher education.  

Education in the Republic of Bulgaria  



 

Pre-primary education include the children between 3 to 6 

years old.  The attendance of kindergarten is optional.  

 

Elementary education (grades 1 to 8) include primary school 

(grades 1 - 4) and lower secondary school/second step of basic 

school (grades 5 - 8).  

 

Secondary education comprises comprehensive high schools 

and vocational school. Students graduating from high-school must 

take high school exit exams in Bulgarian language and another 

subject of their choice. 

 

Higher Education 

The types of higher education institutions are Universities and 

Colleges. Universities, as in most countries worldwide, have three 

stages: Bachelor's (undergraduate), Master's (graduate), and 

Doctoral degrees. 

 

Teachers mark us using the six – level grading system: 

Education in the Republic of Bulgaria  



First steps to education 

The education system starts in kindergartens or preschool 

institutions, where children are incorporated into full-day or 

shorter programme of education, health care, nutrition and 

social welfare, from the age of six months until going to 

school. 

 

Elementary education begins with enrolment into the first 

grade. It is compulsory for all children, in general it lasts 

from age six to fifteen and for students with multiple 

disabilities it lasts longer but not longer than the age of 21.  

Education System in the Republic of Croatia   

Croat ia  



Elementary education lasts eight years and there are regular and 

special educational programmes. Elementary education provides 

knowledge and skills for continuing education. For children who are older 

than 15 and have not completed elementary education which is 

compulsory by law, there is a system of basic adult education. 

 

After completing elementary education, students have the 

opportunity to continue their education in secondary schools that are 

not mandatory. 

Secondary education institutions 

are divided into high schools, 

vocational and artistic secondary 

schools. 

The high school curriculum lasts 

four years, and the education is 

completed by passing the state 

graduation.  

Education in vocational and art 

schools can last from one to five years, and ends with the final exam. 

High schools are preparing their students for continuing education, 

vocational schools qualify them for inclusion into the labour market. 

 

High School Education 

GENERAL HIGH SCHOOL, which includes a balanced ratio of general 

education subjects; 

LANGUAGE HIGH SCHOOL, which emphasizes learning of foreign 

languages and in the third and fourth grade instead of one of the 

natural science subjects  

GRAMMAR HIGH SCHOOL, in which Latin and Greek are taught 

during all four years of education; 

SCIENCE and MATH HIGH SCHOOL, which emphasizes math, 

physics and computer science classes during all four years of education; 

SCIENCE HIGH SCHOOL where the foundation of education is seen 

as a balanced relation of mathematics, chemistry, physics and biology. 

Education System in the Republic of Croatia   



 

The education system of Greece is divided into mainly three 

levels, which includes Primary level, Secondary level and the 

Tertiary level of education. It also offers another similar level of 

post-secondary education which includes the vocational training. 

 

School Academic Year 

The classes start on 11th September every year and it gets 

over between 15 - 18 June. 

 

Education in Greece is compulsory for all children between the 

ages of 6 to 15. It includes Primary and Lower Secondary in 

Gimnasyum. 

Education in Greece  

GREECE 



 

Pupils` school life may begin at the age of 2.5 (preschool 

education) in institutions (public or private) called Nursery 

Stations. 

 

The duration of Primary education is six years, with entry 

age 6. Parallel with Kindergartens and Primary Schools there 

are also all-day schools with extended working hours. 

 

The secondary education in Greece is also known as 

Gymnasium and it includes compulsory Lower Secondary School 

and Post-Compulsory Secondary Education. 

 

Compulsory Lower Secondary School consist of three 

grades from 12 to 15 years. 

 

Post compulsory Secondary Education includes two types of 

schools: Unified Lyceums and Technical Vocational Schools. The 

duration of studies is three years, respectively two years, 

while reciprocal travel from one type of the school to another 

is not excluded. 

 

Public University education 

is divided into Universities and 

TEIs. The introduction of 

students to into these 

institutions depends on their 

performance at national level 

exams taking place in grades C 

class of the Lyceum. 

Education in Greece  







 

Italy has both public and private schools and education in 

Italy is compulsory from 6 to 16 years of age. 

 

Children can start with the Nursery School (Scuola 

dell'Infanzia), which is non-compulsory, from the age of three. 

 

Primary School (Scuola Primaria)  usually from 6 years to 11 – 
which you can anticipate a year, depending on the month of birth 

of your child.  children learn to read and write and study a wide 

range of subjects including maths, geography, Italian, English and 

science. They also have music lessons, computer studies and social 

studies. Religious instruction is optional (lasts for five years). 

ITALY 

Education System in Italy  



 

Secondary education in Italy lasts 8 years and is divided in two 

stages: 

 

Lower Secondary School (Scuola secondaria di primo 

grado)  lasts three years (roughly from age 11 to 14). 

 

Second Grade Secondary School (Scuola Secondaria di Secondo 

Grado) with two types: 

 

High School (Liceo), which is more academic in nature 

 

Technical and Professional School (Istituto), which is 

essentially a vocational school. For the first two years all 

students use the same state-mandated curriculum. 

Specialised courses, called 'Indirizzi' begin in the third 

year.  

 

 

Tertiary Education - Italian universities 

follow generally accepted tertiary education 

standards. Accordingly they offer courses 

towards bachelors (3 years), 1- and 2-year 

masters degrees, and doctorates. Other 

specialization schools provided advanced 

knowledge to those already with second-

level degrees, while refresher courses aptly 

named corso di perfezionamento enable 

professionals to top-up their knowledge.  

Education System in Italy  



 

Schooling in Spain is state funded and compulsory between the 

ages of three and sixteen. Generally speaking, there are three 

categories of Spanish schools in the Spanish education system: 

public schools (colegios públicos), which are mostly state-funded; 

private schools (colegios privados), which are privately funded; 

and semi-private schools (colegios concertados), which are funded 

partially by the state and partially by private sources. 

 

Preschool education in Spain, called educación infantil, is 
divided into two cycles. The first cycle is for children 0-3 years 

old and is optional. Therefore, families have to pay for the first 

cycle of preschool, although there are aid programs for families in 

need. The second cycle of preschool education is obligatory in 

Spain, so students 3-6 can attend public preschool for free.  

SPAIN 

Education System in Spain  



Primary education is made up of six academic school years; 

students are between the ages of 6 and 12. The objective is to 

give Spanish students a common, solid education in culture, oral 

expression, reading, writing, and math. 

 

Compulsory Secondary Education (ESO) consists of four years, 

structured as two cycles, from seventh to tenth grade. Students 

in ESO are between 12 and 16 years old. 

 

Higher Secondary Education (Bachillerato) is non-compulsory, 

free education for students aged 16 to 18. Once students 

graduate, they can take the university entrance exam or go on to 

higher vocational training. 

 

Vocational Education (FP) is job-specific training that prepares 

students to enter directly into the workforce. 

Higher Education Spanish university degrees usually require 

four years of study, although certain degrees require additional 

years. Spanish higher education consists of Bachelor or 

undergraduate degrees (Grado) for four-year programs, Master's 

degrees (Máster) for two-year post-graduate programs, 

and Doctorates (Doctorado) for post-master's education. 

Education System in Spain  



Education in Romania is compulsory for 11 years. 

The national education system includes the following levels: 

Early education (0—6 years), consisting of: 

the before preschool level (0—3 years) 

the preschool education (3—6 years) 

 

Primary education includes: 

the preparatory grade 

grades 1—4. 

 

Secondary lower education or secondary education, which 

includes grades 5—8. The access to the higher level is achieved 

by a national evaluation examination and distribution in upper 

secondary education units.  

ROMANIA 

Education System in Romania 



Education System in Romania 

The secondary superior education includes high school 

education (theoretical, vocational, technological). 

Professional and technical education 

Non-university tertiary education includes the post secondary 

education. 

The higher education - The structure of the higher education 

reflects the principles of the Bologna process. 

source: UNESCO 
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